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Perth & Kinross Council Museums and Art Galleries’ online exhibitions complement and 
extend our gallery programme of exhibitions and displays. Personalities of Perthshire 

presents portraits of personalities past and present from around the  
area of Perth and Kinross.

This exhibition features some well-kent faces from the worlds of  
sport, film, literature and history.
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“Dougie MacLean is Scotland’s pre-
eminent singer-songwriter and a 
national musical treasure” (SingOut 
USA) who has developed a unique blend 
of lyrical, ‘roots based’ song writing and 
instrumental composition. 

He has built an international reputation 
as songwriter, composer and 
extraordinary performer which has led 
to concerts and festivals all over the 
world including New York’s Carnegie 
Hall, Glasgow’s Royal Concert Hall and 
London’s Festival Theatre.

MacLean’s songs have been covered by 
hosts of artists, including Paolo Nutini, 
Amy MacDonald, Ronan Keating, Mary 
Black, Frankie Miller and Kathy Mattea. 
His song “Caledonia” has become one of 
Scotland’s most popular contemporary 
songs and his music has been used 
in Hollywood films (e.g. Last of the 
Mohicans), TV Drama (e.g. BBC’s A 
Mug’s Game) and he’s been the subject 
of three BBC TV music documentaries.

Dougie has received numerous gold 
discs for album sales, two prestigious 
Tartan Clef Awards, a place in the 
Scottish Music Hall of Fame, a Lifetime 
Achievement Award from BBC Radio 2 
Folk Awards and an OBE in the New Year 
Honours list.

Photographic print.
©Jamie McLean, Butterstone Studios
Website - www.dougiemaclean.com
Email - admin@butterstone.com

Dougie
MacLean (b. 1954)
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Born in Perth, Buchan was brought 
up in Kirkcaldy, Fife. He was a Scottish 
novelist, historian and Unionist politician 
who served as Governor General of 
Canada, the 15th since Canadian 
Confederation.

After a brief legal career Buchan 
simultaneously began both his writing 
career and his political and diplomatic 
career, serving as a private secretary 
to the colonial administrator of various 
colonies in Southern Africa. 

He eventually wrote propaganda for the 
British war effort in the First World War. 
In 1927 Buchan was elected Member of 
Parliament for the Combined Scottish 
Universities, but he spent most of his 
time on his writing career, notably 
writing The Thirty-Nine Steps and other 
adventure fiction. 

In 1935, on the recommendation of 
the Prime Minister of Canada Richard 
Bennett, Buchan was appointed 
Governor General of Canada. He 
occupied the post until his death in 
1940. 

Buchan proved to be enthusiastic about 
literacy, as well as the evolution of 
Canadian culture, and he received a 
state funeral in Canada before his ashes 
were returned to the United Kingdom.

Yousuf Karsh (1908-2002).
Photographic print.
©Yousuf Karsh.  
Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

JohnBuchan
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1st Baron Tweedsmuir (1875-1940)
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Alan Cumming was born in Aberfeldy 
and his father worked as a forester on 
Atholl Estate. 

His family moved to the east coast of 
Scotland in 1969 where he attended 
Carnoustie High School. He worked with 
Carnoustie Theatre Club and Carnoustie 
Musical Society, later studying drama at 
the Royal Scottish Academy of Music and 
Drama in Glasgow.

Cumming spent several years working 
with repertory theatre including the 
Royal Shakespeare Company. A varied 
career in film and television followed.

In 2009 Cumming was awarded an 
OBE, an honour he confesses he felt 
moved by. “It was pretty left-field but it 
was a big deal. It’s lovely to be able to 
take your mum to Buckingham Palace. 
It was a great thing for me to get it, 
not just for my acting work, but in the 
official citation it said it was also for 
campaigning for gay people and  
equality in America. That made me  
feel very proud.”

Photographic print.
© K.K. Dundas/Royal 
Conservatoire of Scotland.  
Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

Alan
Cumming (b. 1965)
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Perth born Donald Maxwell graduated 
from Edinburgh University and initially 
taught geography whilst singing with 
several Scottish amateur groups.

He joined Scottish Opera in 1976 having 
studied singing with the famous Scottish 
tenor Joseph Hislop. 

In 1982 he made his debut with the 
Welsh National Opera followed by the 
English National Opera in 1983.

Maxwell’s long international career is 
one of the most notable to have been 
enjoyed by a Scottish singer. 

He has also been very versatile, with 
several years performing the leading 
dramatic baritone roles. Subsequently he 
has sung at the same major houses in a 
range of comic and character parts.

Photographic print.
©Louis Flood

Donald
Maxwell (b. 1948)

PersonalitieS
of

perthshire

6BACK TO INDEX

Links:
www.pkc.gov.uk/museums
www.pkc.gov.uk/library 

Twitter: @CulturePerth
Facebook:  PerthandKinrossLibrariesandArchive
Facebook: PerthMuseum

http://www.pkc.gov.uk/museums
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/library
https://twitter.com/cultureperth
https://www.facebook.com/PerthandKinrossLibrariesandArchive
https://www.facebook.com/PerthMuseum


Born in Perth, Eilidh Child’s gift for 
hurdling was first spotted by her mother 
when she raced over some canes on the 
driveway of the family home.

Encouraged by her sister Iona to 
accompany her to their local athletics 
club at Pitreavie, Eilidh raced through 
the ranks to become Scottish  
champion in 2004.

A silver medal at the European U23 
championships in 2009 showed her 
potential. This was followed by a 
silver for Scotland at the 2010 Delhi 
Commonwealth Games, and a silver 
for Great Britain at the European Team 
Championships the same year.

When not training, Child works as a 
part-time PE teacher.

Photographic print.
Image courtesy of Eilidh Child.

Eilidh
Child (b. 1987)
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Eve Muirhead was born in Perth and 
began curling at just nine years of age. 
She curls out of the Dunkeld Curling 
Club based in Pitlochry.

At the age of just 19 she skipped the 
Great Britain team to a seventh place 
finish at her debut Winter Olympics in 
Vancouver 2010.

As skip of the Scotland team Muirhead 
won the 2011 European Championships 
in Moscow and the 2013 World 
Championships in Riga. The team went 
on to win a bronze medal at the 2014 
Winter Olympics in Sochi, making 
Muirhead the youngest ever skip to win 
an Olympic medal.

Muirhead’s father was an international 
curler and her brothers are also keen 
curlers. Besides curling she is also an 
accomplished bagpiper, having piped  
at four world championships and in  
2010 was a festival ambassador for 
Piping Live.

Photographic print.
© Brad Askew.  
Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

Eve
Muirhead (b. 1990)
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Fred MacAulay was born in Perth and 
attended Blairgowrie High School and 
Perth Academy.

After graduating and initially working  
in accountancy, MacAulay’s first 
experience of stand-up comedy  
didn’t come until he was 31.

MacAulay has gone on to be a regular 
performer at the Edinburgh Fringe and 
at comedy festivals worldwide. He has 
presented BBC Radio Scotland’s morning 
show since 1997.

He has successfully featured in and 
presented many programmes for BBC 
TV. He hosted three series of the talk 
show McCoist and MacAulay and two 
series of Life According to Fred. 

In 2009, he began hosting his own panel 
game on BBC Radio 4 entitled I Guess 
That’s Why They Call It The News.

He was elected the Rector of the 
University of Dundee in 2001 and 
received an honorary doctorate in  
2006 in appreciation of his time  
there as Rector.

Photographic print.
© Rich Hardcastle.  
Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

Fred
MacAulay (b. 1956)
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Gillian Galbraith was born in Coupar 
Angus, Perthshire, and brought up 
near Haddington in East Lothian. She 
attended a convent school in Bridge of 
Earn for an ‘interminable period’ and 
then went on to Edinburgh University to 
do an arts degree. 

Her first taste of journalistic employment 
came when she became, with no 
previous experience, the writer of 
horoscopes for the Dundee Courier. 
Thereafter, she became an agony 
aunt, an agony uncle and a “doctor” 
for a teenage magazine within the D.C 
Thompson stable.

Following a change of career, she 
became a trainee solicitor in 1986 and 
eventually a full time advocate.

Following the birth of her daughter in 
1999 she became a full-time writer. 
Since 2007 she has produced four crime 
novels featuring Detective Sergeant 
Alice Rice, a policewoman based at St 
Leonards Street in Edinburgh.

Photographic print.
Image courtesy of Gillian Galbraith.

Gillian
Galbraith (b. 1957)
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Magnus Jackson had always been 
actively involved in public life and this 
culminated in his appointment to the 
Town Council in 1878.

However, it is as a talented photographer 
that Magnus Jackson will be best 
remembered. 

His subject matter extended far beyond 
the usual studio portraiture. He recorded 
the streets and buildings of Perth 
and people at work in the shops and 
factories. He also photographed the 
wider Perthshire landscape and was 
renowned for his tree portraits. 

In 1884 he was awarded a medal at 
the International Forestry Exhibition, 
Edinburgh, for photographs of trees.

Around 2,500 of Jackson’s glass plate 
negatives are safely housed in Perth 
Museum & Art Gallery, where they 
form the ‘jewel in the crown’ of the 
photographic collections.

Magnus Jackson (1831-1897)
Scanned from a wet collodion negative, 
date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections

Magnus
Jackson (1831-1891)
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Adventurer and broadcaster 
Mark Beaumont lives in Perthshire.

He was first inspired to go on expedition 
at the age of 12 after reading in a local 
newspaper about a cycle ride from John 
O’Groats to Lands End. 

In 2008 Mark broke the Guinness World 
Record for the fastest circumnavigation 
of the Earth by bicycle. In 2010 he 
cycled from Anchorage, Alaska, USA to 
Ushuaia in Southern Argentina, for a 
BBC Television series.

When not travelling on TV projects  
and expeditions he is often speaking  
at events, involved in various charity  
and educational work, book writing  
or in training.

Photographic print.
Photo courtesy of Mark Beaumont.

Marc
Beaumont (b. 1983)
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Scottish poet and hymnist Michael 
Bruce was born at Kinnesswood in the 
parish of Portmoak, Kinross-shire. 

Bruce was already able to read by 
the age of four, despite his education 
being interrupted by the need to herd 
cattle on the Lomond Hills. This early 
companionship with nature greatly 
influenced his poetry.
 
He studied Latin and Greek and 
at fifteen, when his schooling was 
completed, a small legacy left to his 
mother, with some additions from 
kindly neighbours, enabled him to go to 
the University of Edinburgh, which he 
attended during the four winter sessions 
1762-1765.

Bruce’s works were allegedly ‘stolen’ by 
the poet John Logan, provoking a long-
lasting controversy.

Artist unknown.
Photographic print (above) / ink on 
paper (below), date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections

Michael
Bruce (1746-1767)
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William Geddes was a self-taught 
painter from Blairgowrie, son of a local 
stone mason.

Geddes trained as a house painter and 
decorator before developing his artistic 
talents. He exhibited at The Royal 
Scottish Academy’s annual exhibition 
almost every year between 1865  
and 1884.

Geddes enjoyed the good things in life 
and his cottage in Blairgowrie became 
famous for its artistic and musical 
gatherings. 

He built a fish tank in his garden to keep 
specimens for painting and even kept a 
pet monkey. His other subjects included 
portraits and figure studies of friends 
and family.

Thomas Stuart Burnett (1853-1888).
Plaster cast, 1880.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections

William
Geddes (1841-1884)
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William Soutar was born and educated 
in Perth. He excelled both academically 
and on the sportsfield. He described his 
last year at Perth Academy as one of the 
happiest times of his life.

When Soutar left school in 1916 World 
War I was already under way. He joined 
the Royal Navy and during this time he 
became ill and developed symptoms 
of pain and stiffness which led to his 
discharge in 1919.

Soutar started studying medicine at 
the University of Edinburgh but soon 
transferred to study English, graduating 
in 1923. In 1924 he was diagnosed with 
ankylosing spondylitis, an infection of 
the spine which could not be cured. 
Following an unsuccessful operation  
in 1930 he was bed-bound for the  
rest of his life.

Soutar’s parents moved to a new house 
in Wilson Street, Perth, where his father 
converted a downstairs room overlooking 
the garden to become a bedroom. 
From here Soutar wrote poetry and 
his journal, receiving a regular flow of 
literary visitors.

Soutar’s work draws on the whole 
tradition of Scottish poetry and has  
been increasingly recognised for its 
range and profundity.

James A Finlayson (1901-1978).
Oil on board, date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections

William
Soutar (1898-1943)
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Attributed to  
David Scougall  
(active 1654-1677).
Oil on canvas, c. 1654.
©Scottish National 
Portrait Gallery.

Robert
Campbell (1630-1696)
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Captain

Captain Robert Campbell was the 5th Laird of Glen Lyon 
and infamous as one of the commanding officers at the 
Massacre of Glencoe.  He inherited Meggernie Castle, Glen 
Lyon, from his father (Archibald Campbell) and sought to 
modernise it. He replaced the thatch with slates and enlarged 
the house substantially. The cost was high and on top of 
this, his gambling and heavy drinking and a string of unwise 
investments pushed him to the brink of bankruptcy. He was 
never able to meet his debts despite borrowing from friends, 
relatives and tenants. In 1684 he sold most of the estate 
to the Earl of Tullibardine, retaining just a small estate and 
house at Chesthill near Fortingall.

In 1689, following the Battle of Dunkeld, the MacIains of 
Glencoe with their Glengarry cousins stopped to loot Glen 
Lyon, stealing Campbell’s cattle and razing his holdings. At 
the age of 59 and in a final effort to support his wife and 
family Campbell joined the Earl of Argyll’s Regiment of Foot, 
where he was made a Captain. Under the written orders 
of Major Duncanson, Captain Campbell led the Glencoe 
operation on the ground. 

It resulted in the massacre of 38 members of Clan MacDonald 
with an additional 40 women and children dying of exposure 
after their homes were burned. The massacre was deemed an 
act of murder under Scots Law, specifically an act of “murder 
under trust”, which meant there was no defence for soldiers 
committing acts of barbarity because they were ordered to 
do so. The commission of inquiry exonerated King William 
and placed the blame for the massacre upon John Dalrymple, 
Secretary of State for Scotland and Lord Advocate. 

The Scottish Parliament endorsed the findings of the  
Inquiry but the recommendations do not appear to have  

been acted upon. 
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The successful Scottish actor, Ewan 
Gordon McGregor was born in Perth 
Royal Infirmary on 31 March 1971 and 
brought up in Crieff, where he attended 
Morrison’s Academy. From there he went 
on to study drama in London at the 
Guildhall School of Music and Drama. 

A prolific and popular performer, he has 
appeared in film, television and theatre. 
His services to drama and also to charity 
(especially UNICEF) were recognised by 
his being awarded an OBE in 2013. 

He is probably best known for his film 
work and since 1994 has appeared in at 
least 56 films. 

These include Shallow Grave, The Pillow 
Book, Brassed Off, Velvet Goldmine, 
Little Voice, Young Adam, The Men 
Who Stare At Goats and August: Osage 
County. He is best known for his roles 
in Trainspotting (1996), the Star Wars 
prequel trilogy (1999-2005), Moulin 
Rouge! (2001), Big Fish (2003) and in 
Salmon Fishing in the Yemen (2012).

Photographic print.
©Donald Maclellan.  
Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

Ewan
McGregor (b. 1971)
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The legend of St William records that he was 
a baker by trade and in adulthood devoted 
to the service of God. Attending mass one 
morning he found an abandoned child on the 
doorstep and adopted the baby. In 1201 St 
William set out on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem 
and the Holy Land with his adopted son. 

His route took him to the south of England so 
that he could visit Canterbury and the shrine of 
St Thomas à Becket. The story goes that as he 
was leaving Rochester for Canterbury he was 
murdered at the hand of his son.

He became, by popular acclaim, a saint and 
was buried in Rochester Cathedral where it 
was reported that miracles occurred at his 
graveside. So much so that the records of the 
Cathedral indicate that the Bishop petitioned 
for his official canonisation by the Pope in the 
late 13th century, however there is no existing 
proof that this was granted.  

Pilgrims to his shrine provided sufficient 
income from offerings for the rebuilding of 
part of Rochester Cathedral however there  
are no dedications, surviving or otherwise,  
to him in Scotland. St William is the patron 
Saint of adopted children and his feast day  
falls on 23rd May. 

This image is a copy of a medieval wall 
painting in the Church of All Saints,  
Frindsbury, near Rochester.

Photograph of window.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.
Courtesy of St Mary’s Monastery, 
Kinnoull. 

St William
of Perth (1180-1201)
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Robert Scott Fittis is little known today but in his time he was a 
much respected Perth writer of poetry and prose. He was born in 
Perth on 15 November 1824, lived all his life in Perth and  
died on 11 October 1903, at the age of 79 years. He completed  
his schooling in 1837 and was then apprenticed to a solicitor for 
three years. 

He worked successfully in the legal profession until 1853 when he 
gave it up in favour of a writing career. He had in fact been writing 
occasional pieces for the press since 1841. Initially this was for the 
Perth Saturday Journal (with a series of articles called ‘Legends of 
Perth’) and then the Perth and Dundee Saturday Journal (in which 
appeared perhaps his most well-known story The Mosstrooper) 
and from 1845 The Tales of Scotland periodical. On resigning from 
the law he soon found work with the Perthshire Courier and until 
1861 served as its assistant editor. 

In subsequent years his focus was on serialised stories in a variety 
of periodicals, including The People’s Journal (where he published 
his Haunted Houses of Perthshire series in 1891), The Scottish 
Journal, The Perthshire Constitutional and The Penny Post. By the 
1870s he was a widely known and popular writer across Scotland. 
From the 1870s the focus of his writings switched from fiction to 
history and between 1874 and 1903 he wrote 12 well respected 
books on the history of Perth, Perthshire and Scotland. 

Some remain useful accounts today, including Perthshire 
Antiquarian Miscellany (1875), Ecclesiastical Annals of Perth (1885) 
and Sports and Pastimes of Scotland (1891). On his death in 1903 
he left behind a library of 7000 volumes, subsequently purchased 
by Andrew Carnegie and donated to the Sandeman Library, Perth. 
Shortly after his death a public subscription campaign was able to 
erect a fine obelisk in his memory, in Wellshill Cemetery, Perth.

Artist unknown.
Photographic print,  
date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council 
Collections.
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Entertainer and film actor Andy Clyde 
was born in Blairgowrie in 1892 and died 
in Los Angeles in 1967. 

His career spanned more than 40 years 
in show business. He started out in the 
1920s, trooping the vaudeville and music 
hall stages of Scotland so successfully he 
decided to try his luck in Hollywood. 

There he specialised in light comedy 
roles, initially working for Mack  
Sennett, before graduating to his  
own series of films. 

He is perhaps most well-known for his 
performances as comedy relief in a 
series of Westerns, usually as California 
Carson, the sidekick of Hopalong 
Cassidy. When film work dried up in 
the 1950s he moved into television and 
appeared in several successful series, 
including The Real McCoys (1957) and 
No Time for Sergeants (1964). 

He was still an active character actor 
when he died age 75 years in 1967.

Artist unknown.
Photographic print, date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.
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George Thompson is remembered for his bravery 
as a soldier, which won him a Victoria Cross during 
World War II. Thompson was born in 1920, in Trinity 
Gask, Perthshire and went to school in Portmoak and 
Kinross. After his school days he became an apprentice 
grocer and signed up for military service at the 
outbreak of World War II in 1939. 

Initially this was with the Local Defence Volunteers 
and, from 1941 with the Royal Air Force Volunteer 
Reserve. At first he served as a ground crew wireless 
operator and served in Iraq. Later he joined the RAF 
Bomber Command as air crew. 

On 1 January 1945 he was serving as Flight Sergeant 
in No. 9 Squadron on a raid on the Dortmund-Elms 
Canal, Germany when the plane was hit by anti-
aircraft fire. Thompson rescued two gunners from their 
blazing gun turrets, putting out the fires about their 
person with his bare hands. The pilot managed a crash 
landing. The rear-gunner made a full recovery but 
the mid-gunner died. Thompson was hospitalised and 
appeared to be recovering from his severe injuries but 
three weeks later he died of pneumonia. The Victoria 
Cross he was awarded can be seen on display in the 
National War Museum of Scotland, Edinburgh Castle. 

Thompson is also commemorated on the Portmoak 
Parish War Memorial, at the Bishopshire Golf Club, 
Portmoak, near Kinross.

Artist unknown.
Photographic print,  
date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council  
Collections.
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The tragic story of Bessie (later Bessy, then Betsy) Bell and 
Mary Gray is commemorated in poem, song and gravestone. 
Theirs is a story of youth, beauty, love and death. When a 
fresh outbreak of the plague arrived in Perth in 1645 some 
surrounding parishes initially seemed to have escaped  
its ravages. One such parish was Moneydie, where lay  
(on the banks of the river Almond) the Lynedoch estate  
of Sir Patrick Gray. 

His beautiful daughter Mary had an equally beautiful cousin 
and best friend, Bessie Bell and the threat of the plague 
persuaded their parents to try and protect their daughters 
from its ravages. They were sent to a secluded spot on the 
near-by Brauchie Burn, called Burn Brae. There they lived in a 
temporary shelter made of tree branches, rushes and heather. 
A young lover of Bessie’s secretly brought them food parcels 
but on one trip he inadvertently also brought the plague and 
passed it on to Bessie and Mary. Both died soon afterwards. 

Their bodies were refused internment in the parish church 
at Moneydie and so were committed to the ground a short 
distance from their rude shelter. The spot was marked with  
a cairn and some 100 years later the grave site was enclosed 
with a stone wall and a new headstone was erected  
bearing their names. This was later replaced by a railinged 
enclosure and a new stone slab inscribed “They lived, they 
loved, they died.” 

Their story did not end there. Scottish immigrants from the 
area to Ireland and then later from Ireland to America appear 
to have taken the legend of Bessie and Mary with them. At 
both Newtonstewart, County Tyrone and at Staunton in the 
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia is a pair of hills known as Betsy 
Bell and Mary Gray.

Artist unknown.
Photographic print,  
date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross  
Council Collections.

Bessy
Mary

Bell
Gray (early 17th century)
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Marjory Kennedy-Fraser was a Scottish singer, composer 
and arranger. She was born in Perth, in 1857, the daughter 
of the singer David Kennedy. In her childhood she toured 
as part of her father’s musical troupe, playing the piano. 
David died on tour in Canada in 1896 and before that two 
of her sisters and a brother – all musicians – had also died 
on tour, in a theatre fire in France. 

In 1887 she married Alec Yule Fraser, her mother’s younger 
cousin, whom she first met in Aberdeen in 1882. His work 
as a teacher took the family to Glasgow. For the sake of 
Alec’s health they moved to South Africa in 1889, returning 
to Glasgow in 1890. However Alec contracted pneumonia 
and died shortly afterwards. 

A widow at the age of 33, Marjorie took her young family 
(two daughters) and settled in Edinburgh. It was there 
that she met the painter John Duncan and they developed 
a strong friendship. On a trip to Eriskay with Duncan, 
Marjorie became aware that the popularity of many 
traditional Gaelic songs was declining and to try and  
save them she began a project to record and transcribe  
the music of the Hebrides. In succeeding years she  
visited many of the Hebridean Islands with her wax 
cylinder phonograph to record their songs.  She went  
on to arrange this material for voice and piano and 
sometimes voice and harp. 

The arrangements were published in her three volume 
opus, Songs of the Hebrides, between 1909-1921, with a 
fourth volume, From the Hebrides, following a few years 
later. For her contribution to music and song she was 
awarded a CBE and an honorary Doctorate in Music from 
Edinburgh University in 1928. She presented her song 
archive to the University of Edinburgh Library in 1930.

William G S Burn-
Murdoch (1862-1939).                                                   
Watercolour, 1920.
©Perth & Kinross Council 
Collections.
N.B. This is a portrait of 
her daughter, Patuffa, with 
clarsach.     

Marjorie
Kennedy Fraser (1857-1930)

PersonalitieS
of

perthshire

23



                    

J Campbell Harper.
Photographic print,
date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross  
Council Collections.

Dr Margaret
Stewart (1907-1986)
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Margaret Enid Crichton Mitchell was born on 28 
February 1907 in Trivandrum, Travancore (now 
Kerala), India. Margaret’s father worked for the 
Travancore Government until 1912 but she and the 
rest of the family returned to Edinburgh shortly after 
her birth. Margaret studied at Edinburgh University 
specialising in archaeology under Gordon Childe.  
Her PhD on Bronze Age pottery marked a fresh 
approach to the subject and one that she pursued 
throughout her career.

Her marriage to John Anderson Stewart, a Perth 
solicitor, in 1936 brought her to the county where 
she would undertake most of her research. She 
contributed much to the awareness of Perthshire’s 
archaeological heritage, leading to a high level of 
regard and respect within the profession. 

The many places she investigated included Glen 
Cochil, Lundin Farm, Carse Farm, Farleyer, Dull, 
Litigan, Queen’s View, Allt na Moine Buidhe and Allt 
Lochan nan Losgunn.  Margaret served on many 
local and national committees. She was one of the 
founders of the Perth Civic Trust and, what is now 
known as, the Breadalbane Heritage Society. She was 
unwavering in opposing threats to conservation of 
heritage whether by individuals or institutions.
 
Margaret was awarded an MBE and was honoured by 
St Andrews University with the conferment of a DLitt 
degree. She was elected by the Society of Antiquaries 
of Scotland as an Honorary Fellow (FSA Scot), the first  
     woman to be accorded this distinction. 
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William Sandeman was born 
in Luncarty and later became a 
leading Perthshire linen and cotton 
manufacturer.

William became interested in the Glasite 
faith after the Perth meeting house first 
opened in 1733. 

He was later elected an elder of the 
Perth congregation. In this position, he 
was expected to lead the congregation 
in both the worship and community 
service. 

As part of his Glasite obligations, he 
journeyed with his brother Robert in 
the first attempt to form a London 
Sandemanian congregation in 1761.

He was buried in the Greyfriars 
graveyard Perth.

Scottish School, artist unknown.
Oil on canvas, c. 1780-1790.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.
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Born in Inver, Niel Gow was the most 
famous Scottish fiddler and ‘dancie’ 
(travelling dance instructor and bard) 
of the 18th century. Many of his 
compositions are still played today at 
ceilidhs and country dances.

In spite of being something of a musical 
prodigy, he originally trained as a 
weaver, but eventually gave up the trade 
to become a full-time musician. 

He was widely considered the best fiddle 
player in Perthshire, an area which was 
renowned for its musicians. 

The Duke of Atholl, who became Gow’s 
patron, ensured his employment for  
balls and dance parties put on by  
the local nobility.

Attributed to Sir Henry Raeburn  
(1756-1823).
Oil on canvas, c. 1797
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Niel
Gow (1727-1807)
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Sir Thomas Graham achieved fame 
as a military commander, politician and 
land improver. 

He had married the Honourable Mary 
Cathcart, daughter of 9th Baron Cathcart 
(Ambassador to Catherine the Great) 
and they bought Lynedoch House near 
Methven, Perthshire in 1787.

After his wife died, Graham immersed 
himself in a military (and later political) 
career, during the French Revolutionary 
Wars and the Napoleonic Wars. Graham 
took a prominent part in the Battle of 
Vitoria in 1813. 

On 3 May 1814, he was raised to the 
peerage by the title of Baron Lynedoch 
of Balgowan in the County of Perth.

Sir Thomas Lawrence (1769-1830).
Oil on canvas, c. 1815-1818.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Thomas
Graham (1748-1843)
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Thomas Hay Marshall is generally 
credited with the building of Perth’s ‘new 
town’; the areas to the north and south 
of the central area where some fine 
examples of Georgian architecture  
can be found.

He also served two terms as Provost. 
In 1792 he married Rose Anderson but 
the marriage failed. This was partly as a 
result of Rose’s brief affair with the Earl 
of Elgin. The couple divorced in 1803.  

A failed marriage and failed businesses 
left the man behind some of Perth’s 
grandest schemes in tatters. On July 15, 
1808, Thomas Hay Marshall died alone 
and in debt.

The grand stone columns of the Museum 
and Art Gallery guard the statue of the 
former Lord Provost. 

David Junor (1773-1835).
Oil on canvas, c. 1800-1808.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Thomas Hay
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Adam Anderson was a noted 
educationalist, academic and  
pioneering engineer.

Born in 1780 at Tulliallan, Anderson was 
Rector of Perth Academy from 1809 and 
was part of the team responsible for the 
Perth Water Works (1830-32), which 
now houses The Fergusson Gallery. 

Anderson helped pioneer the use of gas 
lighting in Perth and the supply of water 
from the Tay by steam engine. In doing 
so he combined his skills in chemistry, 
physics, geology, mathematics, 
architecture, and politics. 

He became a Fellow of the Royal Society 
of Edinburgh in 1820 and in 1827 the 
University of St. Andrews awarded him 
an honorary LLB. 

Anderson also worked hard to extend 
educational provision to working class 
children and adults.John MacLaren Barclay (1811-1886) after 

Thomas Duncan (1783-1846).
Oil on canvas, c. 1847.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Adam
Anderson (1780-1846)
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Douglas was a noted botanist, born in 
Scone. He made three separate plant 
hunting expeditions to North America in 
1823, 1824 and 1829. 

The Royal Horticultural Society sent him 
on a plant hunting expedition to the 
Pacific North West that ranks amongst 
the great botanical explorations. 

He introduced 240 species of conifers 
and plants to Britain including the 
cultivation of the Douglas-fir in 1827. 
Other notable introductions include 
the Sitka Spruce, Sugar Pine, Western 
White Pine, Ponderosa Pine, Grand Fir 
and Noble Fir as well as many others 
that transformed the British landscape 
and timber industry. Some of the many 
plants, shrubs and herbs he introduced 
to Great Britain include the Flowering 
Currant, Lupin and California Poppy. 
Over eighty species of plant and animal 
have douglasii in their scientific names, 
in his honour.

He died under mysterious circumstances 
while climbing Mauna Kea in Hawaii.

R Martin after Sir Daniel Macnee  
(1806-1882).
Lithograph on paper, c. 1830.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.
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Douglas (1799-1834)
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The son of a local bookseller and 
stationer, educated at Perth Academy, 
Hill went on to study art in Edinburgh 
and achieved recognition as one of 
Perth’s most remarkable artists.

His name is synonymous with the early 
development of photography combined 
with artistic expression. However, he 
was also an important figure in the 
founding of a Scottish School of art and 
found further expression in the use of 
lithography for his landscape subjects. 

His best known published works are 
Sketches of Scenery in Perthshire and 
The Land of Burns.

Amelia Robertson Hill (1820-1904).
Cast plaster bust, between c. 1868 - 1904.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

David Octavius
Hill RSA (1820-1870)
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Euphemia Chalmers Gray was born at 
Bowerswell House, Kinnoull in Perth on 
the 7th May 1828. 

She was the first of fifteen children of 
George Gray, a solicitor, and Sophia 
Margaret Jameson, daughter of the 
Sheriff Substitute of Fife. Effie (as she 
was known) married the art critic John 
Ruskin in 1848 at Bowerswell. 

After a much publicised court case the 
marriage was annulled on the basis that 
it had never been consummated. 

Effie later married Ruskin’s young 
protégé, the Pre Raphaelite artist, John 
Everett Millais in 1855. 

They set up home at Annat Lodge and 
lived there until 1857. They enjoyed a 
long and happy marriage and had  
eight children. 

Their story has been dramatised in 
several plays, television series, an opera 
and a feature film.

Sir John Everett Millais (1829-1896).
Oil on canvas, c. 1873.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Effie
Millais (1828-1897)
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This painting was donated to the 
Museum in 1919 by David Martin but 
unfortunately we don’t know much 
about the artist or the occasion for 
which it was painted. The various local 
personalities are identified as: 

Lord Charles Kerr, The Major, Lord 
Mansfield, 4th Earl of Mansfield, 
Sir Thomas Moncrieffe, McPherson 
of Glentrunie, Mr Stewart (Red Coat 
Officer), Viscount Stormont, William 
David Murray, Cunningham of Newton, 
Lord Kinnoull, Thomas Robert Hay, 
Mr Herbert (the organist), Struan 
Robertson, Major Guthrie, Major 
Dreghorn, 5th Duke of Athole, John 
Murray, Mr Harrison (Manager of 
the Locomotive Department), Sir 
Alexander Lindsay, Reverend Andrew 
Gray, Joe Mundell, Dr Thomson 
(hospital doctor), Reverend McMorrie, 
Mr Peddie of Blackruthven, Mr Gloag 
(Perth merchant), Thomas Richardson, 
George Gray (Bank agent), John Dewar 
(bookseller), Mr Mackenzie (weather 
clerk), Dr Malcolm (hospital doctor), 
‘Daft’ Pete (local character), Reverend 
Charles Robertson (also known as 
‘Gowfin Charlie’), James Murray Patten 
(Sheriff Clerk) and Willie Greig.

Greenlees (active 1852).
Pencil and watercolour on paper, 1852.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Caricature
Heads of Perth Notables
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This street scene shows many colourful 
characters going about their daily 
business in Perth during the early 19th 
century. The various shop fronts show 
the variety of trades and businesses 
operating in the town. 

The artist John D Stewart was a local 
chemist. The view shows South Street 
looking north along Methven Street.

John D Stewart (active 1878-1887).
Oil on canvas, 1883. 
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.
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Port
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Robert Pullar was educated in Perth 
and at the age of thirteen apprenticed as 
a dyer to his father. In 1848 he became 
a partner in the family dyeworks.  The 
business received a major boost in 1856 
with the discovery of a purple aniline dye 
extracted from coal tar by the chemist 
William Perkin. 

The new colour became fashionable 
and was quickly introduced. Demand 
increased and the firm expanded; by 
1865 it employed 500 workers. Further 
experiments in organic chemistry led 
to an increasing variety of colours for 
supplying the dyeing trade. 

The other major development he 
introduced was dry cleaning, involving 
the use of benzine to release dirt from 
cloth without distorting the fibres. 
In 1909, the workforce he employed 
peaked at 2,818 people. 

In 1895 Pullar was knighted for his 
entrepreneurial activities and services to 
science education. 

In 1911 he was awarded the freedom of 
the City of Perth. 

Sir John Everett Millais (1829-1896).
Oil on canvas, 1896.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Robert
Pullar (1828-1912)
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Charles McIntosh, known as ‘The 
Perthshire Naturalist’, was born in Inver, 
in the cottage where he was to spend  
his entire life. 

His father, also Charles, was a hand-
loom weaver, famous fiddle player and 
music teacher. His mother Mary was 
a descendent of the MacDonalds of 
Glencoe.

Charles became friends with the young 
Beatrix Potter through their common 
interest in fungi and the natural history 
of the area around Dunkeld and Birnam.

George Muirhead (1861-1945).
Watercolour and bodycolour on paper,  
c. 1922.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Charles
McIntosh (1839-1922)
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The whisky business known as Arthur 
Bell and Sons was established by the 
father of A K Bell. With his attributes of 
energy and business acumen, together 
with improved communications by 
rail and sea and the organisation of 
industries on a national scale, the 
business prospered. 

Like other Scots before him, such 
as Andrew Carnegie and Thomas 
Lipton, A K Bell decided to embark on 
philanthropic ventures. His first major 
project was building the Gannochy 
Housing Estate between 1924 and 1932. 

His aim was to provide inexpensive 
rented accommodation for the artisans 
of Perth and other deserving people in 
the area. He also bought Scone Den, 
known as Quarrymill, for the benefit of 
the people of Perth. 

It was developed into Quarrymill 
Woodland Park. The Gannochy Trust, 
which still supports local charities, was 
founded in 1937.

James Webster (d. 1981)
Mixed media on paper, c. 1930.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Arthur
Kinmond Bell (1868-1942)
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Known locally as The Red Duchess for 
her support of the Spanish Civil War, she 
was a politician, pianist and composer. 

Born Katharine Ramsay in Edinburgh, 
she married the 8th Duke of Atholl. 

She was the first Scottish woman to 
serve as a Member of Parliament when 
she was elected for Kinross and West 
Perthshire in 1923. 

She was also the first female 
Conservative politician to become 
a Minister when she was appointed 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Board of 
Education in 1924. 

Locally, the Duchess became President of 
the Perthshire branch of The Red Cross.

Alfred Edward Borthwick (1871-1955).
Oil on canvas, 1951.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Katharine
Marjory Stewart-Murray (1874-1960)
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Born in Perth, David Prophet Ramsay 
studied textile design with a local 
company before attending Glasgow 
School of Art.

He achieved local fame through 
his portrait, figure, life studies and 
landscape paintings. One of his portraits 
was of the young Princess Elizabeth. 

In 1930 he was elected President of the 
Dundee Art Society.

David Prophet Ramsay (1888-1944).
Oil on canvas, date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.
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Recently retired in 2013, Ally Phillips 
was a well known face at Perth Museum 
& Art Gallery having worked as a 
Museum Attendant for more than 40 
years. In 1972, when he first started, 
the Curator at that time was Mr William 
Davidson.

Ally was born in Perth on 6 July 1954 
and attended Goodlyburn Primary 
School till the age of 5. He then moved 
to Letham Primary School. He left 
Goodlyburn Secondary School in 1969 at 
the age of 15. 

His first job was as a butcher and he 
worked at Eaden’s, Duncan’s and Massey 
Templeman’s, all in Perth. 

Ally’s interests include photography, 
etymology (moths in particular), pop 
music of the 1960s to the 1980s, 
ephemera and collectibles of the 1960s.

Ewan McNaughton (born 1979).
Oil on canvas, 2004.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Alistair
Phillips (b. 1954)
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Iain Imrie is a well known local figure on 
the art and antiques scene in Perth. 

A long standing member of The Perthshire 
Art Association, Imrie’s subject matter 
is varied but painted in his characteristic 
style.

He has explored the self portrait on many 
occasions, experimenting with different 
guises to express different facets of his 
personality.  

Here he is shown as a Stuart King looking 
straight at the viewer. He is dressed in the 
Renaissance style with richly embroidered 
black garments and an elaborate hat 
decorated with white feathers and a 
jewelled badge. 

A Scottish heraldic crest with a saltire 
topped with a Royal Crown is in the top 
right corner.

Ian Cuthbert Imrie (b. 1938)
Oil on board, 1990.
©Perth & Kinross Council 
Collections.
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A former pupil of Perth Academy, James 
Proudfoot studied at the University of 
St Andrews. He worked at his father’s 
carpet business before leaving Scotland 
to set up as a portrait painter in London.

He achieved great success with his 
portraits of stage and screen stars. His 
paintings were exhibited across the UK, 
including The Royal Academy and The 
Royal Society of Portrait Painters. He was 
awarded Honourable Mention at the Paris 
Salon for his portrait of the actor Peter 
Ustinov which is in the Perth Museum & 
Art Gallery collection.

His widow, the stage actress Ellen 
Pollock, gifted a large collection of his 
works to the museum.

James Proudfoot (1908-1971).
Oil on canvas, 1935.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.
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Proudfoot (1908-1971)
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The former art master of Perth Academy, 
Albert Paterson Barclay was strongly 
influenced by the Scottish Colourist 
Samuel J Peploe. 

He studied at Edinburgh College of Art 
and his early work is mainly portraiture. 
Later he turned to landscape painting 
and gained much inspiration from 
visiting Skye and the Shetlands.

During World War II he served with 
the Royal Artillery, achieving the rank 
of Captain. He was posted to the 
south coast of England where he was 
responsible for defences at the coastal 
batteries.

His teaching career after the war 
culminated in his post as senior art 
master at Perth Academy where he 
remained until he retired in 1975. 

For a time he served as President of the 
Educational Institute of Scotland.Albert Paterson Barclay (1912-1998). 

Gouache on paper (c. 1980-1998).
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Albert
Paterson Barclay (1912-1998)
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Lady Nairne was born at Gask House 
near Perth. She was a devoted mother 
and in this painting is accompanied by 
her only child, William Murray Nairne, 
later 6th Lord Nairne. 

She was a song collector and gifted 
songwriter writing under the name Mrs 
Bogan of Bogan. 

She successfully adapted traditional 
Scottish airs and many of her songs 
make clear her Jacobite sympathies, 
for example, ‘Charlie is my darling’ and  
‘Will ye no come back again’. 

She was an early admirer of  
Robert Burns.

John Watson Gordon (1788-1864).
Oil on canvas, date unknown.
©Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

Lady
Carolina Nairne (1766-1845)
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Patrick Geddes was born in Ballater, 
Aberdeenshire but he spent his 
childhood in Perthshire and attended 
Perth Academy. He had a lifelong 
contempt for examinations and never 
took a university degree. After a period 
of private study, he chose botany as his 
subject but left Edinburgh University 
after one week.  

He was a man of diverse interests 
and talents. Today he is probably best 
known as a town planner. However, 
he has also been described as a 
biologist, sociologist, conservationist, 
educationalist and ecologist. Geddes did 
much to improve the living conditions 
in his local environment and was also a 
figure of international importance. He 
travelled widely and corresponded with 
key thinkers and writers of the time such 
as Charles Darwin and Mahatma Gandhi.

Above all his aim was ‘to see life whole’ 
and to achieve a better understanding 
of human beings in their natural, built 
and social environments. His ideas 
and concerns about the environment, 
education and conservation are still 
relevant today.

Desmond Chute (1895-1962).
Pencil on paper, 1930.
©Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

Sir Patrick
Geddes (1854-1932)
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Born in Edinburgh, the aptly named Tom 
Kitchin studied catering at Perth College 
before beginning an apprenticeship at 
Gleneagles Hotel. 

He continued to gain experience at 
some of the world’s most prestigious 
restaurants, including the three-Michelin 
star La Tante Claire in London and the 
Guy Savoy in Paris. 

When he opened ‘The Kitchin’ in Leith 
in 2006 he gained a Michelin star within 
six months, making him the youngest 
chef to achieve such an accolade. The 
restaurant has won countless awards, 
including recently being voted Best UK 
Restaurant 2011 by Square Meal. 

This theatrical photograph shows the 
chef brandishing a shot gun surrounded 
by dead ducks and rabbits, evoking 
Kitchin’s “from nature to plate” 
philosophy. 

He has appeared on TV as a guest judge 
and mentor on Masterchef and The 
Chef’s Protégé.

Murdo MacLeod (b. 1963).
Colour inkjet print, 2010.
©Murdo Macleod. 
Scottish National Portrait Gallery.

Tom
Kitchin (b. 1977)
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Constance Stewart-Richardson  
was a dancer, athlete and big game hunter. 
She lived at Pitfour Castle in Perthshire 
and earned the reputation of being 
unconventional and daring  
in smart society.

After visits to remote parts of India and 
lassoing cattle in Texas she was said to 
have started the fashion among women of 
wearing a kilt for shooting and fishing in 
the Highlands.  In 1910 she appeared at 
the Palace Theatre, London, in a series of 
classical dances, causing a scandal as an 
aristocrat who danced for money!  

Lady Constance married Sir Edward 
Stewart-Richardson in 1904. They 
honeymooned in  Somaliland, satisfying 
both Lady Constance and Sir Edward’s 
love for big-game hunting. The bride’s 
unconventional holiday wardrobe was a 
soldier’s grey flannel shirt with rolled up 
sleeves, khaki trousers and a cowboy hat.

In 1913 she published a book entitled 
‘Dancing, Beauty and Games’, which 
explored her interests in sport, education 
and her thoughts on morality and culture. 
In 1914 Sir Edward, an Officer in the Black 
Watch, was killed in the first battle of Ypres 
however Lady Constance went onto marry 
again in 1921 to an ex-guards officer, Mr 
Dennis Luckie Matthews.

Nina Hamnett (1890-1956).
Oil on canvas, 1917.
©Photo: Norman Taylor/University of 
Leeds Art Collection.

Lady Constance
Stewart-Richardson (1883-1932)
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Robert Douglas was born and raised  
in Scone where his father owned the 
Scone Jam factory. Here he learnt the 
business of jam making but at an early 
age he left for America accompanied by 
his brother Charles.  

In America Robert made a lot of money. 
He devised a method of extracting pectin 
from apples. The pectin was used to 
give a jelly-like quality to the jam. His 
‘Certo’ brand of pectin was to become a 
household name.

Throughout his years in America Robert 
Douglas never forgot his birthplace. He 
left instructions that $5m of his personal 
fortune should be used to help the 
people living in Scone and its vicinity. 

His executors set up the Robert Douglas 
Foundation Trust which financed many 
projects including the building of a new 
school in Scone, adding a wing to the 
Perth Royal Infirmary, laying out a public 
park, and building the Memorial Home 
and Cottages. 

Photographic print.
Artist unknown, date unknown.
Image courtesy of the  
Robert Douglas School.

Robert
Douglas (1859-1929)
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Duleep Singh was the child Maharaja of 
the Sikh Empire. He was deposed at the 
age of 10 as a result of the East India 
Company’s annexation of the Punjab.  

Duleep Singh was placed in the 
guardianship of Lena Login and her 
husband Dr John Spencer Login.  In 
1854 he was sent into exile in Britain 
accompained by the Logins. In England 
Singh rapidly became a favourite of 
Queen Victoria who treated him like one 
of her own children. 

Singh and the Logins moved to Scotland 
in 1858, where they lived at Grandtully 
Estate in Perthshire. As the first Indian 
prince to visit Scotland Singh gained the 
name, the Black Prince of Perthshire. 

He was known for a lavish lifestyle, 
shooting parties, and a love of  
dressing in highland costume. 

Despite his relationship with the British 
Crown and his playboy life, Duleep Singh 
never gave up his claim to the  
throne of his native Punjab and   
later in life unsuccessfully attempted  
to return to India. 

Artist unknown.
Photographic print, date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Maharaja
Duleep Singh (1838-1893)
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Beatrix Potter first came to Scotland in 1871.  
She was 5 years old and stayed with her family 
at Dalguise House by Dunkeld. For the next 
12 years they came every summer and in this 
idyllic place Beatrix’s fascination for wildlife and 
nature flourished. Gradually her interest turned 
towards one particular subject, mycology, the 
study of fungi.

In the summer of 1892 the Potters returned to 
the Dunkeld area and it was during this visit that 
Beatrix, now 26 and a budding expert on fungi, 
was determined to meet Charles McIntosh of 
Inver, a well-known local naturalist.  A meeting 
was arranged between Beatrix and Charles that 
summer and they spent their time discussing 
their shared interest in mycology.  They agreed 
to exchange specimens and drawings after 
Beatrix’s return to London.

The Potters visited Dunkeld for the last time in 
1893. During this stay Beatrix wrote two picture 
letters to the children of her ex governess. 
These letters were highly significant for her 
future life; the story of Peter Rabbit in Mr. 
McGregor’s garden, and the story of Jeremy 
Fisher’s fishing trip.

Over the next few years Beatrix’s ambitions in 
the field of mycology were gradually eroded. 
The world of science was dominated by men so 
she moved away from this interest and began to 
write stories for children. Her first book the  
Tale of Peter Rabbit, was an extended version 
of the picture letter written in Perthshire eight 
years earlier.

Rupert Potter (1832-1914).
Photographic print, 1893.
©Perth & Kinross 
Council Collections.

Beatrix
Potter (1866-1943)

PersonalitieS
of

perthshire

50BACK TO INDEX

Links:
www.pkc.gov.uk/museums
www.pkc.gov.uk/library 

Twitter: @CulturePerth
Facebook:  PerthandKinrossLibrariesandArchive
Facebook: PerthMuseum

http://www.pkc.gov.uk/museums
http://www.pkc.gov.uk/library
https://twitter.com/cultureperth
https://www.facebook.com/PerthandKinrossLibrariesandArchive
https://www.facebook.com/PerthMuseum


                    

Euphemia Murray of Lintrose was 
known as ‘The Flower of Strathmore’. 
She was eighteen when she visited her 
relative Sir William Murray of Ochtertyre 
near Crieff. 

This is where Robert Burns met her. 
Burns was on one of his northern 
excursions where he was the honoured 
guest of nobility and gentry. 

Burns wrote the song about her: ‘Blythe, 
blythe and merry was she’. The lady 
according to tradition did not appreciate 
the honour done her by Burns.

In 1794 she married David Smythe of 
Methven Castle, later a judge of the 
Court of Session, by whom she had 
several children.

Anthony Stewart (1773-1846) artist.
Henry Robinson (fl.1827-1872) engraver.
Ink on paper, c. 1850-1900.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Euphemia
Murray (1769-1845)
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Patrick Matthew was born at a farm held by 
his father John Matthew near Scone Palace. On 
his father’s death and while only seventeen he 
took over the management of Gourdiehill estate 
in the Carse of Gowrie. 

Over the years he would successfully nurture, 
cultivate, and transform much of the estate’s 
farmland into several large orchards. He 
became an avid proponent of both silviculture 
and horticulture, both of which influenced his 
growing awareness of the forces of nature. 

In 1831 he authored ‘On Naval Timber and 
Arboriculture.’  The book focused on how best 
to grow trees for the construction of the Royal 
Navy’s warships.  In an appendix to the book, 
he elaborated on how artificial selection, the 
elimination of trees of poor timber quality from 
the breeding stock, could be used to improve 
timber quality and create new varieties of trees. 

He extrapolated from this to what is today 
recognized as a description of natural selection 
as a mechanism for evolution.

This was over a quarter-century earlier than 
Charles Darwin and Alfred Russel Wallace. 
However, Matthew failed to develop or publicise 
his ideas and both Darwin and Wallace were 
unaware of Matthew’s work when they published 
their ideas in 1858.

Artist unknown.
Ink on paper (photocopy  
from a print), date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross  
Council Collections.

Patrick
Matthew (1790-1874)
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Marjorie Dence was the daughter of 
Ernest Dence, brass-founder and company 
director. Her theatre career began when she 
was studying at the University of London. 
She joined the university dramatic society 
where she met the actor David Steuart. 
Their relationship was professional rather 
than romantic but it was a close and lifelong 
partnership.

When Perth Theatre was advertised for sale 
in The Stage Ernest Dence agreed to buy it 
for £4,000 and appointed his daughter as 
manager. Marjorie Dence and David Steuart 
contributed £1,000 of their own money 
to refurbish the theatre and engaged a 
company. Its opening play was ‘The Rose 
Without a Thorn’ in which Steuart played a 
lead role. The company, with Steuart  
as principal actor, went on to stage the 
major classical plays as well as comedies 
and thrillers.

After the Second World War Dence and 
Steuart inaugurated company tours that 
took the theatre around Scotland. Marjorie 
Dence died in 1966 and she conditionally left 
the theatre to the Town Council but Steuart 
continued as a director of the Company. 
He continued acting until the age of 78 and 
appeared in television and radio productions. 

Artist unknown.
Photographic print, date unknown.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Marjorie
David

Dence (1901-1966)

Steuart (1906-1992)
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Rhoda Fothergill is a well known local 
historian. She was educated at Perth 
Academy, Edinburgh and St Andrews 
Universities and went on to study 
education at University College  
in Dundee.

Rhoda’s first teaching post was at 
Kinnoull Primary School where she 
taught for 24 years. She later became 
Deputy Head at Caledonian Road School 
until her retirement.

Miss Fothergill was elected to the Council 
of the Perthshire Society for Natural 
Science in 1965 and will have given 50 
years continuous service to the society 
by the AGM in 2015. She became 
Secretary in 1968 and since then has  
kept meticulous minutes,  organised a 
fascinating collection of talks each  
and every winter using her amazing 
range of contacts as well as editing the 
Society’s journals.

Her efforts were acknowledged by the 
presentation of the D K Thompson 
Award for services to the preservation 
of the history and heritage of Perth & 
Kinross; and in 2014 she received the 
British Empire Medal in recognition of 
her many years of dedicated work on the 
preservation of the history of Perth and 
its surroundings.

Louis Flood Photographers.
Photographic print.
©Louis Flood.

Rhoda
Fothergill
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No historical records survive that tell of 
either anyone called Maggie Wall or of 
her execution as a witch in Dunning. 

The only thing that testifies to her 
existence is the large stone cairn in 
Dunning topped by a stone cross and  
the painted inscription on the stones, 
which read: 
MAGGIE WALL BURNT HERE 1657  
AS A WITCH. 

The words have been repainted  
several times and flowers are still  
left at her memorial. 

It was not usual practice to commemorate 
the burning of witches at the time of 
the burning and there are no other 
monuments to the burning of individuals 
as witches anywhere in Scotland.

Some research suggests that the 
monument was only built in the 19th 
century and that Maggie is an invented, 
fictional character.

At any rate her monument stands as a 
powerful reminder of the great injustice of 
burning women as witches and a tribute to 
the some 4,000 women in Scotland  that 
were accused of witchcraft in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries.

Magnus Jackson, (1831-1891).
Photographic print, c. 1880.
©Perth & Kinross Council Collections.

Maggie
Wall (17th Century)
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