
An exhibition of the Crieff town stocks, the 
Drummond Cross or market cross of Crieff and 

the 1,000 year old Burgh Cross. 



For hundreds of years markets stood at the heart of civic life in Scotland. The 
Burgh Cross, Drummond Cross and Crieff Stocks displayed here each stood 
at some time in the Crieff market place. The market was a public space where 
people could gather, goods and livestock could be exchanged and justice 
could be administered. Together, the monuments span more than 1000 years 
of history and chart the evolution of society, trade and law in Crieff and its 
surrounding area.

Markets & Monuments: 
Culture, Trade and Punishment in Crieff



The Drummond Cross 
The Drummond Cross was installed as Crieff’s 
market cross in the late 17th century. At this time 
Crieff was made a ‘Burgh of Regality’, a town under 
the authority of the Drummond family. James Drummond was 
Chancellor to King James VII of Scotland and II of England.

At the top of the cross is carved a shield displaying the Drummond 
coat-of-arms. It is an impressive symbol of the family’s power that 
would have towered overhead in the 17th century market. While 
there is no record of the cross existing before this, the design of 
the monument suggests it may have been carved earlier, probably 
between 1400 and 1600.

As a market cross, the carved stone signposted the local market 
place; announcements would have been made from it and meetings 
held around it. Like the Burgh Cross displayed alongside, the 
Drummond Cross has iron fixings where punishment collars, known 
as ‘jougs’, would have been attached.



Jacobite Connections 
and Consequences

The Drummond Family were supporters of 
the Jacobite cause and following the final 
defeat of the Jacobites in 1746 were stripped 
of their lands and titles. The Heritable 
Jurisdictions Act of Parliament that same 
year took away the law-enforcement rights 
of Burghs of Regality like Crieff and reverted 
these powers back to the crown. The 
Drummond Cross, with its links to the family 
and the Jacobite cause, was replaced with 
the Burgh Cross at this time.



Crime and Punishment

The Drummond Cross features the remains 
of an iron fixing sunk into it which, like those 
on the Burgh Cross, would have been a fixing 
point for the ‘jougs’. The ‘jougs’ was a hinged 
iron collar used to punish those who broke 
church or market laws. The town ‘jougs’ was 
often fixed to the market cross, church wall 
or a central tree.

Medieval punishments were most often 
public affairs. In addition to jougs, markets 
often had stocks or pillories; executions also 
commonly took place in public squares. 
Medieval markets often had their own market 
courts to try dishonest traders.



Rob Roy MacGregor

It was at the base of the Drummond Cross in 1714 that Rob Roy 
MacGregor gathered with around thirty clansmen to openly defy the 
government by drinking the health of ‘His Majesty King James VIII’ with 
untaxed whisky.

Rob Roy MacGregor, a cattle dealer in later life, fought with the Jacobites 
from the age of 18. ‘King James VIII’ was never officially crowned in 
Britain, but claimed the title of King of Scotland, England and Ireland. 
He is known as the ‘Old Pretender’ and was the son of the deposed King 
James VII and father of Bonnie Prince Charlie, the ‘Young Pretender’. The 
Jacobites were those who supported their claim to the throne.

Crieff was the main market for highland cattle in Scotland until the 
second half of the 18th century. This market was called the Michaelmas 
Tryst, held every year in the second week of October. Cattle breeders 
from the north drove tens of thousands of cattle to the Tryst. They were 
bought by dealers from the south. 

After toasting James VIII during the Michaelmas Tryst of 1714, MacGregor 
and the other clansmen disappeared before the government troops 
stationed in Crieff could find them.



Conservation and 
Relocation
The Drummond Cross used to stand in a damp 
corner outside the Town Hall. The supports 
which held it up were corroding and the wind 
circled around the corner so that the stone 
was weathering quickly. 99% of the surface had 
crumbled away.

The stone was removed from its location and 
conservators removed the old fixings and repairs 
before stabilising the surface.

The Cross came back to the Town Hall in three 
pieces. The base was set into a steel shoe, then 
the shaft was set into the base and the head 
onto the shaft by a stainless steel pin which runs 
through the centre of the stone. Finally it is held 
safe by a rod secured to the wall.



The Burgh Cross 

The Burgh Cross stood in Crieff for over 200 years but was probably 
first made in the 9th century. It would likely have been commissioned 
by a wealthy Pictish patron and at the time would have been a profound 
symbol of Christian authority.

The cross originally stood near the hamlet of Strowan, to the west 
of Crieff, close to a chapel and holy well dedicated to St Ronan. It is 
thought the cross may have been associated with the pilgrimage cult of 
the saint.

Whatever its original purpose, the monument became Strowan’s 
market cross and served as such from the 12th to 18th centuries. After 
Strowan’s market was relocated to Crieff, the Burgh Cross was also 
moved and replaced the Drummond Cross in the centre of Crieff’s 
market place.



Carving and Design

The Burgh Cross is carved from old red sandstone which 
could readily have been sourced from within 5 miles of Crieff.

What survives of the carvings on the cross suggest that the 
slab belongs to a period when Pictish patrons were taking a 
more directly religious approach to the display of carvings. 
The vine scroll on the cross helps to date it; the scroll came 
to Pictland from Northumbria and was used throughout 
Britain and Ireland. The wheel-head, or circle around the 
intersection of the cross, represents a wreath, a symbol of 
Christ’s victory over death.

During conservation of the cross-slab, the remains of an 
inscribed panel were discovered. Most of the inscription has 
been lost due to weathering or damage; the best preserved 
letter is a ‘U’ but it is not possible to decipher the words. The 
fact that there was an inscription however, does add further 
evidence of the importance of the sculpture, its commissioner 
and its social context. In Scotland, as elsewhere in Britain, 
inscriptions on upright monuments such as this are rare.



Carving and Design

At some point in the late medieval or post-
Reformation period, the carving on one face of 
the cross-slab was deliberately removed, leaving 
the present form of a tall cross with a ring head 
on one face and two decorated side-panels. Often 
the complete removal of one face of a slab such 
as this is connected to its reuse as a gravestone. 
It is possible that this slab had been prepared for 
such a purpose before another use was found 
for it as the Burgh Cross. Alternatively, there may 
have been some imagery in the carvings that was 
considered inappropriate for a later purpose.

Unfortunately the loss of the carving on the back 
of the slab prevents a full analysis of the initial 
function of the stone.



Location: The Early Medieval 
Landscape of Strathearn

The Crieff area was a key location in the 
Pictish province of Fortriu. It lay between 
the power centres of Forteviot to the east 
and Dundurn to the West. The early church 
centres of Inchaffray, Muthill and Fowlis 
Wester were also nearby.

Less than 3 miles to the south west of Crieff 
is the hillfort site of Tom-a-Chaisteal. It is 
recorded that the Burgh Cross originally 
stood at Trowan Farm opposite Strowan 
village, at the foot of Tom-a-Chaisteal. 
Nearby there was a chapel, a holy well and 
a pool dedicated to St Ronan. Later, Tom-a-
Chaisteal may have become a key residence 
of the Earls of Strathearn.



Economic and 
Administrative Change

In the middle of the 18th century, 
Scotland’s principal cattle market 
moved from Crieff to Falkirk. In order 
to off-set this economic downturn, 
several of the local markets in the 
neighbouring parishes were moved 
to Crieff, including Strowan’s. At this 
point, the cross was also moved.

The movement of the cross also 
coincided with the fall of the 
Drummond family from power due 
to their Jacobite connections. The 
Burgh Cross replaced the cross 
which bore the Drummond family 
coat-of-arms.



Crime and Punishment

At the back of the Burgh Cross, on the face whose 
carvings were struck off, is a pair of iron fixings 
like those on the Drummond Cross. These were 
added in the 15th or 16th century as a fixing 
point for the “jougs”. The jougs was a hinged iron 
collar used to punish those who broke church or 
market laws. The town jougs was often fixed to 
the market cross, church wall or a central tree. 
The jougs would have been placed around an 
offender’s neck and padlocked, intended to 
shame them for their crimes.

Medieval punishments were most often public 
affairs. In addition to jougs, markets often had 
stocks or pillories; executions also commonly 
took place in public squares. Medieval markets 
also often had their own market courts to try 
dishonest traders.



First World War
During the First World War the Burgh Cross was a rallying point for troops leaving from 
Crieff to travel to France.



Conservation and 
Relocation
For hundreds of years the Burgh Cross stood 
on the High Street in Crieff. It became apparent 
towards the end of the 20th century that the 
stone was weathering fast. All of its surfaces 
were flaking and cracking and it had a lot of 
algae growth on it.

The stone was carefully removed from the High 
Street and a professional team of conservators 
stabilised and consolidated the sculpture, 
treating the cracks and blistered edges.

Following the conservation of the Cross 
between 1998-99, it was moved to its present 
location in the old Town Hall where a team 
of conservators and engineers supervised its 
installation.



The Crieff Stocks 

When the Crieff Tolbooth was demolished in the 1840s, these stocks 
were discovered lying in an underground cell. Their exact date of origin 
is unknown, but stocks had been used as a form of punishment in 
Europe from at least the 800s. In 1574 the Scottish Parliament passed an 
Act requiring all burghs to provide their own prisons, stocks and irons.

The Crieff stocks are made from thick and heavy wrought iron bars. 
The section on display was made to hold two pairs of legs, and would 
originally have had a second bar along the top to hold a further two 
people. This example is unique in its design; few other examples of 
stocks survive in Scotland. 

People convicted of petty crimes like illegal begging could be put in 
the stocks for hours or perhaps even days. Placed in the centre of the 
market place, the convicted person was left to withstand the elements 
and suffer the ridicule of townsfolk.



Origins and Discovery

The stocks were discovered lying in an underground cell when the Crieff Tolbooth was 
pulled down in the 1840s. We do not know the exact date of their origin, but stocks 
were used as a form of punishment in Europe from at least the 800s. In 1574 the Scottish 
Parliament passed an Act requiring all burghs to have prisons, stocks and irons. Whether 
or not these stocks date to that time is unknown, but Crieff certainly would have had 
stocks following Parliament’s Act. The Crieff stocks were last used in 1816.



Conservation and Relocation

During the 20th century the 
stocks had been painted black, 
then green, then black again. 
When the paint was removed 
conservators found that one half 
of the stocks had corroded much 
faster than the other half, and at 
one time it had been repaired. 



This display occupies the basement of the old town hall on the 
site of the Crieff Tolbooth. The Tolbooth was built in 1665 to 
house the Steward Court of Strathearn where those condemned 
to Crieff’s famous ‘kind gallows’ were sentenced. By the 1800s, 
it had become the location for Town Council Meetings and 
Police Courts. The Tolbooth was demolished in 1842. When 
the Town Hall was built in 1850, this floor served as a jail with a 
courtroom on the floors above. 

Crieff Tolbooth



Crieff was the main market for highland cattle in Scotland until the second 
half of the 18th century. This market was called the Michaelmas Tryst, 
held every year in the second week of October. Cattle breeders from the 
north drove tens of thousands of cattle to the Tryst which were bought by 
dealers from the south.

The Michaelmas Tryst


