
TALKING 
POINTS 

Explore  

BEGINNINGS: THE STORY OF PERTH 

This activity works best when done in up to four smaller groups, each with an 
accompanying adult to lead discussion. Start each group at one of the following 
objects and rotate around after 5-10 minutes. 

Iron Age ring 
and bridle 
bits 

St 
Bartholomew’s 
Tawse 

Pearl fishing 
buckets, 
pearl shell 
and 

‘Perth from 
Woodend’ 
by 
Alexander 
Duff 
Robertson 

Beginnings: The Story of Perth 
Gallery 

MAIN 
ENTRANCE 

Each group should start by looking closely at the object on display. What are 
your first impressions when seeing the object? Can you tell what it is? Have 
you seen something like it before?  

Once you have shared your first impressions, read the label and any 
accompanying text. Use the TALKING POINTS cards on the next four pages to 
help prompt a discussion. 

@CPKMuseums 

@PerthMuseum 



The label says the 
person who owned 
these items must have 
been wealthy. What 
does that tell you about 
wealth during the iron 
age? 

Are these items similar 
to modern day symbols 
of wealth? 

If someone 2,000 years 
from now were to look 
back at ojbects from 
today, what would they 
associate with a high 
status person? 



The Glover Incorporation protected 
the trade of skinners and glovers 
in Perth during medieval times 
both physically and morally. What 
do you think that protection 
entailed? What crimes do you 
think they punished? 

Looking at the object, 
how do you think it 
would have been 
used? What would that 
feel like? 

What sorts of 
punishments are given to 
people in Perth today if 
they commit a crime? 
Why do you think this 
has changed? 



Do you recognise the scene in 
this painting? What similarities 
and differences can you spot 
between this scene and the 
Perth you know today? 

Do you know what 
existed before 
Smeaton’s bridge? Can 
you find out in the 
gallery? 

The painting shows Smeaton’s bridge, not 
long after it was built. What difference 
would this bridge have made to the town 
and the people in the area when it was 
built? What happens today if the bridge 
closes? 



How were the glass-bottomed 
buckets used? Freshwater mussels are 

now an extremely 
endangered species. 
Why do you think that 
is? 

Can you think of 
any other animals 
that have become 
endangered or extinct 
due to human 

What can you do 
to help endangered 
species like the 
freshwater mussel? 


